CHAPTER  VIII.

WORDS FROM  THE NAMES OF PEOPLE.

MANY words have been taken from the names of
people, saints and sinners, men who have helped
on human progress and men who have tried to
stand in its way, from queens and kings and nobles,
and from quite humble people.

One large group of words has been made from the
names of great inventors. All through history men
have been inventing new things. We realize this if
we think of what England is like to-day, and what
it was like in the days of the early Britons. But
even by the time of the early Britons many things
had been invented which the earlier races of men
had not known. Perhaps the greatest inventor the
world has ever known was the man who first dis-
covered how to make fire; but we shall never know
who he was.

The people who discovered how to make metal
weapons instead of the stone weapons which early
men used were great inventors too; and those who
discovered how to grow crops of corn and wheat,
and so gave new food to the human race. But all